
Legacy LinkSM

Lars spent his first 114 
days in the NICU.
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Their careers were built on helping 

others. Freddy spent his 30-year 

career protecting the innocent as chief 

investigator for the Dekalb County 

District Attorney’s Office. Linda devoted 

30 years to educating the children of 

Decatur as a schoolteacher. 

 “Not having any children of our 

own, living most of our lives in Decatur, 

and knowing the good work and many 

benefits Children’s has brought to our 

community, we wanted to support 

something local, something worthwhile 

For Linda and Freddy Bailey, giving back to the community is a way of life, and the 
decision to leave a gift in their will to Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta is a natural extension  
of their generosity. 

and (something) that will be here for 

years to come,” Freddy says. 

 Children’s was the obvious choice 

and was perfectly aligned with 

their values and dedication to the 

community. Together, the Baileys 

decided to give half of their residual 

estate for the benefit of the Patient and 

Family Assistance Fund at Children’s.

 In addition to their love of helping 

those in need, they are also devoted 

motorcycle enthusiasts. Freddy and 

Linda first met at a motorcycle shop on 

Ponce de Leon Avenue in 1973. Three 

days later, Freddy came to her house 

on a new Kawasaki Cruiser for their first 

of many, many rides to come over the 

next 40 years. Together, they restore 

bikes and each year make an annual 

pilgrimage to Daytona Bike Week. 

 Freddy and Linda are true 

champions for our mission to help 

make kids better today and healthier 

tomorrow. We are honored that 

they have included Children’s as a 

significant beneficiary of their estate. 

Home is where the heart is
Children’s was obvious choice for the Bailey’s
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Freddy and Linda 
Bailey are true 
champions for our 
mission to help make 
kids better today and 
healthier tomorrow.



For one family, NICU life became normal routine 

The hemorrhage caused hydrocephalus, a dangerous condition in which fluid 

accumulates in the skull. After delivery, doctors discovered he had a perforated bowel. 

Over the next month, Lars had four major surgeries to save his life. Once her son 

stabilized, Larissa began the difficult process of learning how to be a new mother in such 

an intimidating environment.

 Larissa remembers each day she spent in the NICU at Scottish Rite Hospital as if it 

were yesterday. The following was a typical day for her during that difficult time:

9 a.m.– 

On Monday mornings, a battery of pokes, prods and lab tests loom before Lars. Larissa 

makes sure that she’s by his side when the doctors begin. 

Noon– 

Each day at noon, Lars has his afternoon assessments. Larissa looks forward to helping 

with these daily activities, like changing his diaper and taking his temperature. 

12:30 p.m.– 

Larissa heads downstairs to the cafeteria for lunch. On the elevator she runs into 

Lars’ respiratory therapist. “Lars absolutely loves him—he’s like a grandfather figure,” 

Larissa said.

Larissa Olivieri and her son, Lars, spent 114 days in the neonatal 
intensive care unit (NICU). Born prematurely and weighing less than 
2 pounds, Lars experienced a major ventricular hemorrhage while in 
the womb. 

A day in the life in the NICU

You’re invited
Join us as we celebrate a 
century of pediatric service and 
philanthropy at the Children’s 
Centennial Gala on Saturday, 
October 3, 2015. Help honor the 
heritage of Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta, one of the nation’s 
largest pediatric healthcare 
providers. 

This 100th anniversary black tie 
celebration honors the innovation 
and impact made by the many 
physicians who have proudly 
served Children’s since its origin 
in 1915. For more information 
on tickets and sponsorship 
opportunities, please visit 
choa.org/centennialgala.
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Join the 
Legacy Circle
Together, we can 
accomplish more

On behalf of the Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta 
Foundation, we are pleased 
to introduce our legacy giving 
society—Legacy Circle. This 
group recognizes donors 
who have made planned gifts 
to Children’s. To start your 
membership, please indicate 
that you have included Children’s 
in your estate plans on the 
enclosed survey and return it  
to us by July 31. 



Mary L. McCormack

Senior Director - Legacy Giving

Office 404-785-9481  |  Cell 706-540-2885

mary.mccormack@choa.org

Park North, 1577 Northeast Expressway

Atlanta, GA 30329

choa.org/legacygiving

Quick steps to take today

VISIT choa.org/legacygiving to explore your 

many options for supporting Children’s.

RETURN the enclosed survey to request your 

complimentary guide, 12 ways to support 

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta.

CONTACT Mary McCormack if you have any 

questions about ways that you can make an 

impact at Children’s.

1 p.m.– 

Larissa comes back up to the NICU for 

one of her favorite parts of the day: quiet 

time. Twice a day, the NICU implements 

a two-hour period of absolute peace and 

quiet for the babies. They dim the lights, 

close the shades and try to limit visitors 

and disruptions to create a womb-like 

environment so the babies can rest. 

3:15 p.m.– 

Larissa sits down with one of the chaplains 

on staff. Larissa meets often with child life 

specialists, social workers and chaplains as 

she navigates the roller-coaster ride that is 

having a child in the NICU. 

5 p.m.– 

After a long day, Larissa returns home and 

eats dinner with the rest of her family. Her 

mother and brother both live in Atlanta 

and help her as much as possible. 

8 p.m.– 

Each evening, she makes one last trip to 

the NICU to tuck her son in and  

say goodnight. For most of the babies,  

it’s bath time. Larissa bathes Lars herself, 

a seasoned sponge-bath veteran after her 

more than 100 nighttime visits.

11 p.m.– 

Just before getting in bed, Larissa calls the 

NICU to check on Lars one last time. She 

goes to sleep only to wake up and do it all 

again tomorrow.

Contact Mary McCormack to 
discuss ways that you can 
help families like Larissa’s 
today and in the future.

A day in 
the life in 
the NICU

Larissa Olivieri 
and her mother 
with Lars.
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