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Nearing the end of her 
treatment, Kailyn is looking 
forward to being a kid again. 
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Strength and spirit in the 
fight against cancer 

When Jessica noticed a small lump on her daughter Kailyn’s leg, 
she thought it might be an odd muscle or a swollen lymph node. 
She and her husband, Trent, decided it needed checking as soon as 
possible, so they took Kailyn to her pediatrician the next day. Initial 
tests and an ultrasound couldn’t determine exactly what the mass 
was, but after an MRI, doctors diagnosed Kailyn with Ewing’s 
sarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer.

“The emotional support that not only the doctors, 

but the staff as a whole, provide for families is 

amazing,” Trent says. “In the infusion room, volunteers 

come in to entertain your child while she’s going 

through treatment. People talk to you about what 

you’re going through, and they really spend time with 

all of us to make sure that we have everything we 

need. It’s been incredible.”

Kailyn’s aunt gave her a puzzle with 17 pieces, the 

same number of chemotherapy sessions she has to go 

through. After each session, she gets a new piece, a 

special way to show how close she is to being finished 

with the treatment that makes it hard for her to be a 

normal 7-year-old. Simple things other kids take for 

granted, like sleepovers or swimming in a lake, are 

prevented by her chemotherapy. Frequent hospital 

stays rule out most vacations and family trips. “She’d 

like to be able to get back into gymnastics, sports and 

other activities without having to worry about getting 

hurt,” Jessica says. 

You can ensure kids like Kailyn get the specialized care and ongoing support they need to 
regain their health—and their childhoods. To learn about the many ways you can support 
the future of Children’s, please contact Mary McCormack at 404-785-9481 or  
mary.mccormack@choa.org. 

“It’s just an unbelievable diagnosis,” Jessica says. “It’s very 

hard to wrap your mind around—that a 7-year-old can have 

cancer in her leg when she seems perfectly healthy and 

perfectly fine.” 

Luckily, Kailyn is fighting Ewing’s with the doctors and 

staff at the Aflac Cancer and Blood Disorders Center of 

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. Doctors successfully 

removed the tumor from her leg three months after 

diagnosis. Her personalized recovery plan included 

CT scans, MRIs, bone testing and almost weekly 

chemotherapy sessions. 

While the treatment has been difficult, with hospital stays 

ranging from one to five nights at a time, the family has 

come to see the Aflac Cancer Center as a home away from 

home. Kailyn enjoys playing with fellow childhood cancer 

patients, her nurses, and the toys and video games in her 

room at the center. Ever concerned for others, she even 

brought brand-new dolls people had given her and shared 

them with other patients, because she noticed there were 

only a few available.



With the end of Kailyn’s treatment in sight, Trent and Jessica 

are beginning to think about what she can do when her 

treatment is over. Both hope that she uses the strength she’s 

gained during this experience to help others. 

As far as Kailyn’s thoughts on her future, her parents say the 

answer changes, but she wants to be a video game creator 

when she grows up. In the more immediate future, when she 

finishes her treatments she’ll be happy to have a sleepover with 

friends, and she wants a puppy. 

When asked what she would tell another child facing cancer, 

Kailyn simply says, “Any kid that has cancer is awesome.”
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The emotional support that not only 
the doctors, but the staff as a whole, 
provide for families is amazing.”

—Trent, Kailyn’s dad

“ 

Jessica and Trent consider the 
Aflac Cancer Center a home 
away from home. They say the  
emotional support they’ve received 
throughout Kailyn’s battle with 
cancer has been “incredible.”
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Thanks to the life-saving care at 

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, 

Belle is now a thriving 11-year-

old. 

Each year during the holidays, 
Lisa and Jeff Sepesi of 
New London, N.C., receive 
a framed piece of art from 
the Aflac Cancer and Blood 
Disorders Center of Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta.

This original artwork, created by patients 

battling cancer or a blood disorder, is 

the Aflac Cancer and Blood Disorders 

Center’s way of thanking Lisa and Jeff for 

their years of faithful support.

Rather than storing these mementos 

out of sight, Jeff and Lisa created 

an inspirational room in their home 

dedicated to honoring the patients, 

families and staff at the Aflac Cancer 

Center. The framed crayon drawings 

and painted handprints are carefully 

arranged in the room so that visitors 

in the Sepesi’s home can witness the 

stories of patients bravely undergoing 

treatment and scientists boldly moving 

the needle in research.

Lisa and Jeff’s story:   
Paying it forward

“We’ve spent our careers helping people 

deal with critical illnesses and serious health 

events, and cancer has been a major part of 

that,” Jeff says. “We have seen how cancer 

impacts adults, and it seems so much more 

heartbreaking when it’s a child.” 

Together, the couple has worked for the 

Fortune 500 insurance company, Aflac, 

for a combined 54 years. In his 32 years 

with the company, Jeff has held a number 

of leadership positions, most recently as 

a consultant partnering with companies 

focusing on the health sector. Lisa, a two-

time cancer survivor, has served as an Aflac 

agent for the past 22 years and also works 

alongside Jeff in his consulting role.

Since 1997, Jeff and Lisa have consistently 

donated a portion of their commission-

based income to the Aflac Cancer Center, 

giving at the highest level of support, the 

Circle of Care. They are also members of 

the Legacy Circle and have designated a 

portion of their estate to be donated to 

the Aflac Cancer Center. In addition, the 

couple made a very personal contribution 

to dedicate a room in the Aflac Cancer 

Center in memory of Lisa’s brother,  

Chris Garrett. 

“We have always felt like there was 

no better way to pay it forward than by 

using our dollars and encouraging our 

sales team and others throughout Aflac 

to support the Aflac Cancer and Blood 

Disorders Center,” Jeff says. “We love 

knowing we have played a small part to 

help cure kids with cancer and blood 

disorders.” 

Lisa and Jeff 
Sepesi are longtime 
supporters of the 
Aflac Cancer Center. 
Their gift to Children’s 
in their estate will 
further their impact 
on patients’ lives well 
into the future. 


