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After returning home from fighting in 

World War II, Powdly experienced one 

of many life-changing miracles—love 

at first sight. While in a Decatur, GA, 

café, he introduced himself to a lovely 

woman sitting nearby and told her 

that he would be marrying her. After a 

whirlwind, two-week courtship, he and 

the love of his life, Irene, were married. 

The couple would go on to spend  

57 years together. As Powdly said, 

“Irene will always be in my heart.” 

 Powdly and Irene were blessed with 

three daughters: Deborah, Michelle 

and Kim. Their oldest, Deborah, had 

difficulty walking without falling when 

Powdly White, known for his warm embraces, 
friendly smile and encouraging words, brings a 
message of hope to everyone he touches. At  
90 years old, Powdly has had an amazing journey 
through life, and he credits his faith for bringing  
him through so much and carrying him so far.

she was a child. Fortunately, she had a 

wonderful experience at our Scottish 

Rite hospital, where her condition was 

treated successfully. Powdly and Irene 

were extremely grateful for the care 

their daughter received at Scottish Rite. 

 In 1968, tragedy struck the White 

family. Their three girls, then ages 12, 

4 and 3, were killed in an automobile 

accident. Powdly was overcome with 

grief, but Irene rescued him, promising 

that they would get through it together. 

 

Led by faith

From that point forward, Powdly began 

listening to his heart and letting his 

faith lead him to help others. Though 

Powdly and Irene were never wealthy, 

Powdly invested what he could into 

savings bonds. Over the years, he has 

gifted more than $250,000 to help his 

community, and Children’s has directly 

benefited from Powdly’s generosity. 

 Powdly’s impact has traveled far 

and wide at Children’s, purchasing 

medication for cancer patients, 

feeding countless children and paying 

burial expenses for families whom he 

would never know. His generosity has 

truly made a difference in the lives of 

the patients and families of Children’s.

 Shortly before his wife passed 

away, Powdly told her he would be 

naming Children’s in his estate plans. 

She smiled and agreed that it was 

a wonderful idea to make such an 

impact on the institution they spent 

their lives supporting. Powdly has since 

accelerated his legacy gift by making 

current gifts of his savings bonds and 

seeing the impact in real time.

 The legacy of Powdly White is one of 

hope—that good will come if we open 

our hearts and listen. As Powdly says, 

“Children’s is down in my heart to stay.” 

A call to service
A legacy of hope and goodwill

The legacy of Powdly 
White is one of hope—that 
good will come if we open 

our hearts and listen.
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Powdly White’s generosity has made a big impact  

in the lives of patients and families at Children’s.
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Make a difference tomorrow

Remember Children’s with a gift in your will or living trust

A gift in your will or living trust is one of the simplest, most straightforward ways  

to support our work. A bequest can work for almost everyone for two reasons:

 •  It provides flexibility. A bequest lets you balance your loyalty to Children’s with 

your concerns about future needs. Because you’re not actually parting with assets 

today, you don’t have to worry about what might happen if you need those assets 

later. A bequest can be modified at any point up until your death, so you have the 

option to change your mind at any time.

 •  It lets you be sensible in your commitment. It’s impossible to predict the 

value of your estate down the road. But bequests can be made as a percentage  

of your estate. This option ensures that your estate can benefit Children’s and loved 

ones in relative proportion. 

Make a difference today

Consider an outright gift

If you’d like to make an immediate difference in the lives of children, you can make an 

outright gift to Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta using these options: 

 •  Give cash. In exchange for a gift of cash, you receive an income tax  

charitable deduction for the full value of the gift up to 50 percent of your  

adjusted gross income (AGI).

 •  Donate stocks, mutual funds or real estate. Even if these types of assets 

have lost value, for tax purposes they are still appreciated if their current value is 

more than what you originally paid for them. If you’ve owned them for more than 

one year, you may deduct the full fair market value of the property up to 30 percent 

of your AGI. You also eliminate paying capital gains tax on the appreciation, thus 

reducing the out-of-pocket cost of your gift.

Feel free to contact Mary McCormack at 404-785-9481 or 

mary.mccormack@choa.org today if you have any questions 

about ways to support Children’s now or in the future.

Whatever your charitable goals or priorities, you have options to support 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta—today and into the future. 

End your year on a  
generous note

Join the 
Legacy Circle
Together, we can 
accomplish more

On behalf of the Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta 
Foundation, we are pleased 
to introduce our legacy giving 
society—Legacy Circle. This 
group recognizes donors 
who have made planned gifts 
to Children’s. To start your 
membership, please indicate 
that you have included Children’s 
in your estate plans on the 
enclosed survey and return it to 
us by December 31. 



Mary L. McCormack

Senior Director - Legacy Giving

Office 404-785-9481  |  Cell 706-540-2885

mary.mccormack@choa.org

Park North, 1577 Northeast Expressway

Atlanta, GA 30329

choa.org/legacygiving

Actions You Can Take Today

VISIT choa.org/legacygiving to learn about  

more ways to extend your impact into the future.

RETURN the enclosed survey to request your 

complimentary guide on bequests—Extend  

your impact.

CONTACT Mary McCormack if you have any 

questions about supporting Children’s.

Superheroes come in all sizes
Join the Legacy Circle
Together, we can accomplish more

Hudson has faced her battle with cancer 

with amazing strength, channeling the 

power of her favorite superheroes, 

Superman and Ironman. When she puts on 

the red cape that a family friend made for 

her, she becomes “Super” Hudson.

 Like her heroes, Hudson also had a 

faithful sidekick while staying at the Aflac 

Cancer and Blood Disorders Center 

of Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. 

She named her IV pole—her constant 

companion in the hospital—Super Bernie 

and gave him his own red superhero cape. 

Hudson has an indomitable spirit that is 

contagious, and the nurses, doctors and 

staff enjoyed her spirited presence.

 After finishing her inpatient stay at 

the Aflac Cancer Center, Hudson and 

her family were able to return home and 

prepare for her long-term outpatient 

chemotherapy treatment. Through it all, 

she has remained incredibly brave. She 

has never let cancer or its intimidating 

treatment get the best of her.

 When Hudson began to lose her hair, 

she asked her parents if she could shave 

her head. “We got out the clippers and 

she smiled through the whole thing,” 

her mother, Emily, said. Hudson likes to 

confidently declare that she is “Hudson 

Strong” and never wants to cover up the 

fact that she has a bald head. 

 When Hudson was once asked at the 

playground why she had no hair, she 

Most superheroes spend their time fighting dangerous villains.  
Super Hudson battles something much scarier—leukemia. 

responded, “I have leukemia. Why does 

everybody keep asking me that?” 

 When Hudson finishes her initial round 

of chemotherapy, she will then enter the 

lower-dose maintenance phase, which 

will last until 2016. Her family is optimistic, 

and Hudson is still planning on taking 

swimming lessons and going to dance 

camp. For a superhero like Hudson, nothing 

is impossible. 

Hudson has 

remained incredibly 

brave throughout 

her treatment and 

has never let cancer 

get the best of her.
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