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A few years ago, his Saturday morning 

ritual after his run included a stop at a 

local restaurant for biscuits to take home 

to share with Linda, his wife of 42 years. 

On many of these visits, he chatted with 

the restaurant cashier, Mary, a young 

nursing student. 

 Robert was very impressed by her 

ambition to become a pediatric nurse 

at Children’s Healthcare. Robert and 

Linda were moved by the passion and 

enthusiasm this young woman had for 

becoming part of the Children’s team to 

serve our community’s kids. 

 Mary graduated and accepted her dream 

job as a pediatric nurse at Scottish Rite.

Giving to do the greatest good

Several months later, as Robert and 

Linda were in the process of updating 

their wills, they considered where their 

legacy gift could do the greatest good. 

Since they didn’t have children of their 

own, they looked to the community 

for possible recipients whose missions 

reflected their own values. 

Lockheed retiree Robert Tidwell is an avid runner. At age 72 he still runs up to five miles a day. 

 Robert had become acquainted 

with Scottish Rite through the annual 

freshman rivalry game between Georgia 

Tech and the University of Georgia 

benefiting Children’s. As a proud 

Georgia Tech alumnus, Robert attended 

the games every year and became 

passionate about the mission of  

the hospital. 

 Linda was familiar with Egleston 

and Scottish Rite hospitals through 

her years of volunteer work with the 

Sunshine Foundation, which grants 

wishes for chronically and terminally 

ill children. So, naturally Children’s 

was an option to leave their legacy 

gift. But it was reflecting on the 

passion and enthusiasm of that young 

nursing student for her chosen career 

combined with their love for their native 

Atlanta community that helped the 

Tidwells name Children’s Healthcare  

of Atlanta as their beneficiary. 

 “It’s going to give a lot of kids a 

lot more normal life than they would 

otherwise get, and in some cases, it 

will even help give them a life,” Robert 

said. “That’s about as basic a need as 

anybody has.” 

Sweet reunion

Upon notifying Children’s of their 

intentions, the Tidwells were offered a 

tour of Egleston hospital so they could 

see firsthand what their legacy gift 

would be supporting. When they arrived 

for the designated tour, a surprise 

awaited. Mary had been contacted, told 

of the Tidwells’ plans and was there to 

greet them. 

 After a sweet reunion, the Tidwells 

toured the hospital, speaking with 

doctors and nurses, seeing patients and 

facilities, and even visiting the rooftop 

helipad. When they left the hospital  

that day, Robert said, they felt very  

good about leaving their legacy  

with Children’s.

 “It’s not something we need right 

now,” Robert said of the money they plan 

to leave to Children’s. “I believe it would 

make a bigger impact at Children’s than 

any other place I can think of.”

Contact Mary McCormack at 
mary.mccormack@choa.org or 
404-785-9481 to see how you 
can make a lasting difference 
like the Tidwells.

Inspired to give
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“ I believe it would make a bigger impact at Children’s 

than any other place I can think of.”

—Robert Tidwell



Including a gift to the Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Foundation in your  

will or living trust allows you to offer future support without giving up  

assets today. You can leave us a specific asset, a specific dollar amount or  

a percentage of the residual of your estate.

How to name us as a beneficiary
Decide if you would like to make a gift of cash or other property. 

Another popular option is to give a percentage of your estate after  

gift intentions to your loved ones have been fulfilled. 

Contact us or return the enclosed reply card to receive official language  

to include in your will or trust.

Take our official language to your estate planning attorney, who will 

prepare a formal and legally sound amendment to your will called 

a codicil.

100 years/ 
100 percent 
dedicated 
to kids
The 100-year history of Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta is made 
up of the numerous and varied 
stories of our patients and 
stakeholders. We want to 
recognize everyone whose 
lives have been impacted by 
Children’s. Every interaction with 
you has touched our hearts and 
shaped our 100-year history. If 
you have a Children’s story, share 
it with us at choa.org/100years.

Join the 
Legacy Circle
Together, we can 
accomplish more

Leave a lasting legacy of support

On behalf of the Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta 
Foundation, we are pleased to 
introduce our legacy-giving 
society—Legacy Circle. This 
group recognizes donors who 
have made planned gifts to 
Children’s. 
   To start your membership, 
please indicate on the enclosed 
reply card that you have 
included Children’s in your 
estate plans.

Inspired by a young nursing student, Robert and Linda 

Tidwell name Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta as a 

beneficiary of their estate plans.
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Mary L. McCormack

Senior Director - Legacy Giving

Office 404-785-9481  |  Cell 706-540-2885

mary.mccormack@choa.org

Park North, 1577 Northeast Expressway

Atlanta, GA 30329

choa.org/legacygiving

Three simple steps to take today 

VISIT choa.org/legacygiving to learn about the 

role you can play in investing in a healthy future 

for children. 

RETURN the enclosed reply card to request the 

complimentary guide The three easiest ways  

to leave your legacy.

CONTACT Mary McCormack to learn how your 

gift can lead the way for the children we serve. 

Just an hour after the diagnosis, the team 

from the Children’s Cystic Fibrosis Center 

called to help the family process the 

overwhelming news that their precious 

daughter would face a lifetime of 

health challenges. 

 The Burnetts traveled to the CF clinic 

the same day. During their visit, Brittany 

and Jeff met with the entire team—the 

physician, nutritionist, therapist and 

nurses—who would serve as their support 

system. Their physician assured Brittany 

and Jeff that the team at Children’s would 

be there for them no matter what. 

 Along with raising their son, Hiatt, 

Brittany and Jeff had to learn how to keep 

their daughter growing stronger every 

day. They make sure 2-year-old Sutton 

stays healthy by relying on her many 

medications, breathing treatments and 

a respiratory therapy vest—a vibrating 

vest that helps loosen the mucus in a CF 

patient’s lungs. Sutton calls hers the tickle 

vest, and her big brother likes to be the 

one to help her put it on. 

 Sutton wears the vest for 30 minutes 

twice a day to help her control her 

condition, which she eventually will learn 

to manage on her own. Until then, her 

parents will work to keep her healthy day 

in and day out. 

 One of the many ways that Sutton 

has continued to be an inspiration is 

through Team Sutton Grace, which  

has raised over $100,000 for the  

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation over the  

past two years.

 While there is no cure for CF, the 

Burnetts remain hopeful that one day CF 

will stand not for cystic fibrosis but for 

“cure found,” and Children’s will be with 

them every step of the way. 

A lifetime of health challenges today 
with a hopeful future tomorrow
When Sutton Burnett was just five days old, her pediatrician called to inform her parents, 
Brittany and Jeff, that their daughter had cystic fibrosis (CF). This genetic disorder can cause 
life-threatening lung infections, obstruct the pancreas and stop natural enzymes from helping 
the body break down and absorb food. 

Sutton and her mom, Brittany 
Burnett, remain hopeful for a 

cure to cystic fibrosis.


