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In this issue… 

Meet one of Children’s Canines For 

Kids Program’s most passionate 

supporters, Alice Stevens. Her estate 

gift ensures it continues forever. 

Read her story on Pages 2 & 3. 
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An endowment 
for Canines For Kids 
Legacy gifts are designed to help you 

For Alice Stevens, her connection to 
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta started 
80 years ago when she was just 4 years old. 

She had her tonsils removed during a surgery at Henrietta 

Egleston Hospital for Children, which merged with 

Scottish Rite Children’s Medical Center in 1998 to 

become Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. 

“I remember my experience being positive,” Alice says. 

“I did not want to ride on the stretcher to go to 

the operating room, so there was this kind orderly who 

held my hand and we walked together while he pushed 

the stretcher.” 

The most fascinating coincidence is that a few decades 

later, Alice’s daughter, Ali, also had her tonsils taken out at 

Egleston and she, too, was walked to the operating room 

by that same orderly. 

Because of her experiences there as a child and mother, 

as well as Children’s work in the community treating 

children like her and her daughter, Alice has decided 

to create an endowment through her estate plan. It 

will support the Children’s Canines For Kids Program 

that she has so passionately supported since it was 

founded a decade ago. The Alice Stevens Canines 

For Kids Endowment will be funded upon her death 

through a designation in her will. 

“This endowment will carry on and perpetuate 

helping Canines For Kids continue, rather than just a 

one-time gift to them,” Alice says. “This is a gift that 

I can give after I’m gone that will continue to support 

something that I believe in and love.” 

Alice first learned about therapy dogs in the 1990s

while teaching yoga. A client told her about attending 

a graduation ceremony for Canine Assistants, a 

dog-training organization that specializes in placing 

service dogs with people who have difficulty with

mobility, epilepsy or type 1 diabetes, as well as 

pediatric hospitals and rehabilitation facilities. 

Alice fell in love with the work at Canine Assistants 

and immediately began supporting their cause. While 

“ I am happy and grateful for the opportunity 
to help this amazing program.” 

—Alice Stevens, Children’s Legacy Donor 
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Canines For Kids is 100% donor-funded and runs on 100% love, comfort 
and companionship from our 16 specially trained pups. 

volunteering in 2009 at the News 95.5 and AM750 WSB 

Care-a-Thon that benefts Childr en’s, Alice met a nurse who asked 

if she had heard about Casper, a facility dog that was trained at 

Canine Assistants and was visiting patients in the hospitals. 

Casper was the frst facility dog in Canines For Kids and 

worked with former Volunteer Services Manager, Lisa Kinsel. 

Following introduction to Lisa and Casper, Alice provided initial 

funding to add another dog to the program, a golden retriever 

named Bella. Bella has spent the last 9 years with Kara Klein in 

the Stephanie V. Blank Center for Safe and Healthy Children, 

Children’s child advocacy center. Bella now assists Kara in 

leading the Canines For Kids program at Children’s, visiting 

patients throughout the hospitals and various outpatient clinics. 

“I am happy and grateful for the opportunity to help this 

amazing program,” Alice says. “Because Lisa’s idea was strongly 

supported by leadership and the community, the program has 

benefted thousands of patients, par ents and staff.” 

In mid-June, Alice was excited to learn that a facility dog 

named in honor of her daughter, Ali, was matched with a 

handler at Children’s and will begin working with children in the 

rehabilitation and respiratory therapy departments. 

“I have seen very good things with the program,” Alice says. 

“It is growing and Kara is doing a wonderful job. It makes me 

happy to be able to have the opportunity to help with this.” 

Contact 404-785-GIVE (4483) or choagiving@choa.org, or 

reach out to Mary McCormack at mary.mccormack@choa.org 

or 404-785-9481, to learn more about how you can leave an 

endowment for Children’s. 

We are 
here for you 

You generously support 
the young patients 
Children’s serves, and 
we want to do the same 
for you. Simply return 
the enclosed reply card 
to request your copy of 
What to do in the frst 
48 hours when you lose 
a loved one. 
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Furry ‘therapist’
becomes good friend 

Dancing is one of Caroline’s greatest passions. You can imagine how disappointed this 
14-year-old girl was when she sufered the frst of a series of knee dislocations in both 
legs. That summer was tough—she had to quit dance class, walk with crutches, wear 
heavy knee braces and miss out on outdoor fun to prevent further injury. 

“We were bringing Caroline to Children’s for physical 

therapy,” says her mother, Tricia. “During her sessions, we 

had consultations with doctors who advised us that she 

would need a series of knee operations.” 

Caroline’s frst sur gery was scheduled. Once she was 

checked into Children’s, she asked if she could see a 

service dog. 

“I was nervous about the operations,” says Caroline. “I 

didn’t know if I would be able to dance again. That’s when 

I met Sophie. She pushed her nose through the door of my 

room,” says Caroline. “And then she came in and jumped 

right up on my bed. Right away I felt more relaxed.” 

Sophie continued to provide comfort and love 

throughout Caroline’s pre- and post-op appointments. 

Her handler gave Caroline Sophie’s “business card” 

and a stuffed Sophie dog to take home. And Caroline 

gave Sophie a Christmas present—a dog toy stuffed with 

peanut butter. 

“Caroline and Sophie really got to be great friends,” 

says Tricia. 

Caroline’s knee surgeries are over and she is about to 

complete her physical therapy. Her crutches and knee 

braces are history. 

“We are so thankful to Children’s and all the people 

there who took such wonderful care of Caroline,” says 

Tricia. “And of course, we’re grateful to Sophie. She truly 

made a difference for my daughter.” 

Your next steps 

VISIT choa.org/legacygiving to discover the 

different types of gifts and fnd one that works 

best for you. 

RETURN the enclosed reply card to get your Mary L. McCormack 
complimentary guide, What to do in the frst Senior Director - Legacy Giving 
48 hours when you lose a loved one, to help you and Office 404-785-9481 | Cell 706-540-2885 

your family better prepare for a challenging time. mary.mccormack@choa.org 
University Office Park – Dartmouth Building 

CONTACT Mary McCormack to begin a personal, 3395 NE Expressway, Suite 100 
no-obligation conversation about how you can Atlanta, GA 30341 
support healthy futures for children. choa.org/legacygiving 

https://choa.planmylegacy.org/
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