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Meet Suzy Wilner, who supports the 
future of pediatric care by investing 
in our new North Druid Hills campus. 
Read her story on Page 2. 
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One woman’s quest 
to support future 
generations   

Most recently, during the COVID-19 pandemic, Suzy 

realized she wanted to do more to support the health 

of children in Georgia. Additionally, her experience 

losing her brother to heart disease reminded her of 

the impact that specialized healthcare and lifesaving 

advancements in research can have on future 

generations. She immediately thought of Children’s 

and realized she had a unique opportunity to focus 

on the future of pediatric care by supporting our new 

North Druid Hills campus. 

“Children’s does amazing, lifesaving research in 

collaboration with local, leading research institutions,” 

Suzy says. “Our kids are our future. They are the ones 

who will continue to lead society forward, so we need 

to prioritize medical advancements.” 

Suzy has passionately supported Children’s for 

almost two decades. Attending the groundbreaking 

ceremony for the Center for Advanced Pediatrics, 

participating in visits to our Egleston, Scottish Rite  

and Hughes Spalding hospital locations, and  

touring the Pediatric Research Unit are among  

her favorite memories.

Suzy Wilner, the daughter of Holocaust 
survivors, gives back to her community by 
donating to our new advanced North Druid 
Hills campus that will help us bring lifesaving 
medical research directly to patients.

For Suzy Wilner, her connection to Children’s Healthcare 

of Atlanta stems from her family’s legacy of lifting up future 

generations. Born and raised in Atlanta, she grew up with 

the influence of her parents, Walter and Frances, who were 

both survivors of the Holocaust and strongly believed in 

the importance of giving back to communities in need.  

That desire to make a lasting impact led Suzy’s parents 

to create The Walter and Frances Bunzl Family Foundation, 

Inc., which has generously supported many organizations 

in Georgia and beyond, including Children’s Healthcare of 

Atlanta—a cause close to Suzy’s heart.  

“I have always been deeply impressed by how Children’s 

serves its patients,” Suzy says. “The doctors and nurses are 

incredibly compassionate. They go above and beyond to 

make kids and their families feel comfortable and informed 

about their treatment plans.”  

I have always been deeply impressed by how 

Children’s serves its patients.”

—Suzy Wilner, Children’s Supporter
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Three roadblocks  
to planning
Don’t let your estate wait

How do you 
want to be  
remembered?

 
Our complimentary 
resource, Seven 
questions to help build 
your legacy is more 
than just a worksheet. 
It’s a time capsule. It’s 
your story. It’s a gift to 
those who mean the 
most to you. Simply 
return the enclosed 
reply card to request 
your copy today.

1   Roadblock: I don’t want to think about it. Of course you don’t.  
It can be challenging and uncomfortable to consider. Many of 
us resist this line of thinking until it’s impossible to ignore—
perhaps until we are confronted with loss. 

   Rethink it: Create space to reflect and make arrangements in 
advance, on your own time. Remember that your estate plan is 
really a gift to your loved ones. Being prepared benefits them 
in a difficult time.

2   Roadblock: It’s too complicated and time consuming.  
Yes, estate planning takes effort. For expert advice, consult 
with an estate planning attorney and financial advisor. It’s  
also helpful to organize documents and outline goals before 
these meetings. 

   Rethink it: Consider the sense of accomplishment and peace 
of mind you’ll have knowing your wishes will be fulfilled.

3   Roadblock: I don’t want to make decisions I might have  

to change later. Any plan is better than no plan. During  
your lifetime you can change your mind and make  
updates as needed. 

   Rethink it: Make sure you have control over your estate and 
can provide instructions for its use. 

Leave the legacy you intend
If you don’t do it, who will? Without a plan, you risk leaving a burden 
for your loved ones. Take the compassionate steps now to be 
prepared—for yourself and those who matter most to you.

We can help
To learn more about how to be charitable through your 
estate plan, contact Melanie Waitzer at 404-785-0963  
or melanie.waitzer@choa.org.   
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VISIT choa.org/legacygiving to learn more about the 

many ways you can give a gift that makes a positive 

impact on the young patients Children’s serves.   

RETURN the enclosed reply card to get your 

complimentary guide, Seven questions to help  

build your legacy, and learn how to share your  

story as a gift to your loved ones.

CONTACT Melanie Waitzer to discuss what your  

gift can do to support healthy futures for children.

Required minimum distributions suspended
The law temporarily suspends required minimum 

distributions (RMD) for the 2020 tax year. This probably 

comes as a relief to many of you who would have had 

to withdraw from your retirement accounts. Many of 

our donors use their RMD to make a gift from their IRA. 

Despite the RMD suspension, remember that if you are 

70½ or older, you can still make a gift from your IRA or 

name Children’s as a beneficiary.

Why a gift from your IRA may still be a good idea
•  Your gift will be put to use today, allowing you to see the 

difference your donation is making.

•  You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer 

generates neither taxable income nor a tax deduction,  

so you benefit even if you do not itemize  

your deductions.

•  Since the gift does not count as income, it can reduce 

your annual income level. This may help lower your 

Medicare premiums and decrease the amount of Social 

Security that is subject to tax.

Tax incentives
The CARES Act expands charitable giving incentives and 

allows taxpayers who take the standard deduction to make 

up to $300 of charitable contributions to qualified charities 

this year. For those who do itemize their deductions, the 

law allows for cash contributions to qualified charities such 

as ours to be deducted up to 100% of your adjusted gross 

income for the 2020 calendar year.

Navigating the  
CARES Act

Your next steps

The CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) Act is designed to help you, as 
well as businesses and nonprofits facing economic hardship during the coronavirus pandemic.
Here are a few key provisions that may affect you and your charitable goals:


